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Textual research on textile and costume in The Analects of Confucius
LI Qiang'®* LI Bin" LIANG Wengian'"
( 1a. Editorial Department of Fashion Guide; 1b. Institute of Fashion Wuhan Textile University Wuhan 430200 China;

2. Jiangxi Culture Art Science Research Base Jiangxi Institute of Fashion Technology Nanchang 330201 China)
Abstract: The Analects of Confucius contains abundant information on textiles and costumes. The explanations made
in the circle of historical science of textiles and costumes were out of politeness in most cases and reviews from the
angle of technology and textile and costume culture were seldom made. Thus misinterpretations prevail. Based on
literature research and the related archaeology of textiles and costumes it is found in this study that the “su” of “hui
shi hou su” in Ba Yi of the Analects of Confucius referred to “hou su” and “hui” was equivalent to embroidery, “a
man in belt standing in royal court” in Gong Ye Chang of the Analects of Confucius was a high-ranking eunuch in
decent belt; Qiu ( fur coat) never was inferior goods in Huaxia and even the Han nationality but fancy goods which
has been being misunderstood ~“Fu Mian” and “Yun Pao” referred to emperors and poor scholars respectively;
“Zhi” and “Wen” in Yong Ye of the Analects of Confucius referred to ground texture and pattern texture of clothing
respectively and it is inappropriate to make extension too much; according to Zi Han of the Analects of Confucius
the labor and time spent on making hemp crowns were mainly consumed by silk crowns making because the fabric
count of crowns was required to reach 30 “shengs” in ancient times; besides textile measurement is closely related
to Chinese mourning apparel etiquette; decent people followed certain rules in dressing which all reflect the views on
color and etiquette in ancient China without prejudice to the leisure style.

Key words: The Analects of Confucius; textile; dress; textual research; Confucianism
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